ROTARY CLUB OF WARREN/
WCDA

MULTI-SENSORY INCLUSIVE
PLAYGROUND PROJECT

In Coordination with the City of Warren’s Proposed Renovations at Lacy Park



» MISSION: The Warren Rotary Club is a service and
social organization comprised of committed individuals
dedicated to promoting the ideals of Rotary and

Improving the quality of life in Warren County and
throughout the world.

» VALUE STATEMENT: Our value to members and our
community is provided through opportunities for

philanthropy, education, networking, fellowship and
fun.



» MISSION: WCCBI/WCDA is committed to leading
Warren County to community and economic
excellence.



According to recent studies, 1 in 7 children In
the United States has a handicap, and
according to recent Census data, Warren
County has the second highest rate of
Individuals receiving services for autism In
Pennsylvania. It goes without saying that the
needs of children on the autism spectrum are
especially acute.




WHAT IS AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER
(ASD)?

o “The term “spectrum” refers to the wide range of
symptoms, skills, and levels of disability in
functioning that can occur in people with ASD.

o Some children and adults with ASD are fully able to
perform all activities of daily living (ADLs) while
others require substantial support to perform basic
activities. ”

Implement Sensory Play & Art - Deborah Takahashi




. Core autism symptoms
Assodiated neurological issues
Associated systemic issues
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Play Spaces for ALL abilities

e 88% of Americans believe it is important for their community to
offer inclusive play options for people of all abilities and needs at
Its playgrounds

e 7 out of 10 Americans say having play options to accommodate
all abilities is extremely or very important

e More than 90% of parents believe communities should provide
playground equipment to accommodate a full

range of abilities



6 SKILLS KIDS WITH AUTISM LEARN FROM
SENSORY PLAY

» SOCIAL SKILLS - Kids learn to share, plan, and negotiate, helping to develop respect, and
acceptance of self and others.

» EMOTIONAL SKILLS - Kids learn to experience and express feelings and emotions, while
cultivating empathy and esteem for the well-being of others.

FINE MOTOR SKILLS - Developmental benefits with coordination and dexterity.

GROSS MOTOR SKILLS - Develop physical abilities such as running, jumping, squatting during
activities. It helps develop self-efficacy, and an increased assurance in one’s own abilities.

» PRETEND PLAY - Increases imagination, and the use of objects during play, helping children
develop new creative solutions to problems.

» SELF CONTROL SKILLS - Improves the ability to self-regulate and respect social norms and
rules during play.
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Commitments of support for the multi-sensory inclusive
playground have been received from:
» Special Olympics

Barber National Institute

Bollinger Enterprises, Inc.

Don Mills Achievement Center

Autism Society of NWPA

Forest Warren Mental Wellness Association

YMCA

Warren County School District

Northwest Charitable Foundation

Betts Foundation

United Refining Co.

Pennsylvania Association of Realtors

Warren City Council

Warren County Commissioners
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Several churches and individuals




Greetings,

The Rotary Club of Warren, in partnership with Warren County Development Association, has proposed
the construction of a multi-sensory, handicap accessible playground for children with special needs, at
Lacy Park on Warren's east side. This inclusive playground will include conventional equipment, as well
as sensory-oriented, handicap accessible devices for children with disabilities, particularly those on the
autism spectrum. Sadly, one in seven children in the United States has a disability, and according to recent
Census data, Warren County has the second highest rate of individuals receiving services for autism in
Pennsylvania.

An inclusive playground will benefit children with unique needs by providing a specially designed, fun
environment that helps develop creative solutions to new situations, while bolstering confidence in their
own abilities. Being at a playground with other children helps foster respect and acceptance, it helps
them to learn how to experience and express emotions, as well as how to cultivate empathy and proper
social skills.

Our proposal has been met with tremendous support! The project was approved by Warren City Council,
and a large section of Lacy Park has been designated for the play area. Construction of the playground is
planned to coincide with the City’s revitalization of the entire park. Commitments of support have been
received from Special Olympics, Barber National Institute, Bollinger Enterprises, Don Mills Achievement
Center, Autism Society of NWPA, YMCA, Forest-Warren Mental Wellness Association, Warren General
Hospital, Warren County School District, Pennsylvania Association of Realtors, Jefferson DeFrees Family
Center, Northwest Charitable Foundation, Betts Foundation, United Refining Co., as well as many other
individuals and organizations.

Rotary and WCDA have set a goal of raising $50,000 to support the first phase of the inclusive playground
project. This initial phase will include core apparatus, safety surfaces, walkways and fencing. Subsequent
phases will include installation of additional equipment, benches, and landscaping, and the agreement
with the City allows for future expansion. [fou can play a big part in helping make this proposal a reality.
We are asking local businesses and organizations for financial and “in kind” donations, and we have
pledged our commitment to on-going fundraising and volunteer efforts. These contributions will support
construction, and the long-term maintenance of the facility. This inclusive playground will benefit our
community by offering a safe, wholesome environment in which all children can play, learn and flourish!

Donations can be made payable to Warren County Development Association, 308 Market St., Warren,
PA 16365 with a memo referencing the “Rotary/WCDA Playground Project”. 501c3 information is
available upon request.

Your support is sincerely appreciated. Please do not hesitate to contact me at ameneo@outlook.com if
you have any questions or would like additional information.

Thank you and best regards,

Adam Meneo




Total cost for the complete renovation of Lacy Park
Is estimated to be $500,000 - $530,000; $100,000 is
budgeted through the City. The playground portion
of the project is estimated at $110,000 - $150,000
(for both conventional and sensory play areas),
$60,000 - $80,000 of which is for the sensory area
(“Phase one”). $265,000 is the established goal for
“matching money” for all renovations, of which
Rotary has committed to raising at least $50,000
towards the playgrounds.



Donations can be made payable to:

Warren County Development Association, 308 Market
St., Warren, PA 16365, with a memo referencing the
“Rotary/WCDA Inclusive Playground Project”.

The WCDA Tax Identification Number and 501c3 status
confirmation are available upon request.



THANK YOU FOR
YOUR INTEREST
AND SUPPORT!



